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(57) ABSTRACT

A library manager to determine a relay-point library string
when a particular cartridge (specific cartridge) is moved to an
empty drive (target drive) for mounting. A method for deter-
mining a relay-point library string includes: receiving a com-
mand to mount a cartridge in a library string located on one
side of the relay-point library string; searching for the target
drive among library strings, and finding the target drive in a
library string on the other side of an interposed relay-point
library string relative to the library string in which the specific
cartridge is located; selecting a relay-point library string
based on predetermined conditions to move the specific car-
tridge using shuttle connections to the found target drive; and
searching to determine whether or there is a newly available
drive in a relay-point library string other than the selected
relay-point library string before the selected cartridge reaches
the selected relay-point library string.

17 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 05

Relay Point LS Determining Method

Notes: Unique Configuration of Shuttle Complex (see FIG. 4)
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FIG. 06
Example 1-1: Same Number of Drives at Each LS (Same Availability for Each Drive)
Notes: The specific cartridge is at LSO, and the target drive is at LS6. There is

no direct shuttle connection, and two shuttle connections (SC1 and SC2)
have to be used.
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Example 1-2: Same Number of Drives at Each LS (Same Availability for Each Drive)
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FIG. 08 Example 2: Different Number of Drives at Each LS
(Same Availability for Each Drive)
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1
MOVING CARTRIDGE BETWEEN LIBRARY
STRINGS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-168176 filed Jul. 30,
2012, the entire text of which is specifically incorporated by
reference herein.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a method for moving car-
tridges between library strings. More specifically, the present
invention relates to a method for selecting a relay-point
library string to execute cartridge mounting requests more
efficiently when a plurality of library strings (LS) are con-
nected by using shuttle connections.

A shuttle complex has been proposed for libraries in which
a plurality of library strings that connect a plurality of librar-
ies with storage media such as tapes are arranged in rows.
This shuttle complex is a storage library in which library
strings are connected by shuttle connections (SC) (IBM Sys-
tem Storage TS3500, etc.). In this shuttle complex, cars are
able to move within a shuttle connection and are used to move
(or transport) cartridges including storage media such as
tapes between library strings and to mount the tapes in a tape
drive (drive) or store them in a slot within the library frame
specified as the destination point.

Due to phased scale-up that uses groups of libraries with a
large-scale shuttle configuration, shuttle connections directly
connected to all library strings cannot be guaranteed. There
are shuttle complexes in which a cartridge cannot be trans-
ported in response to a mounting request except via two or
more shuttle connections and a library string serving as a
relay point (relay-point library string). When there are shuttle
connections that do not directly connect two library strings,
the selection of a relay-point library string can affect the
performance of writing and reading data on a cartridge.

In a shuttle complex by using two or more shuttle connec-
tions, the transport of cartridges via the shuttles takes more
time than moving a cartridge within a tape library. When a
cartridge is moved via a relay point, the random selection of
a relay-point library string is not ideal from the standpoint of
performance when moving cartridges.

BRIEF SUMMARY

An aspect of the present invention is for shuttle connection
configurations in which a specific cartridge has to be trans-
ported from the library string that is located to the library
string with the target drive by using two or more shuttle
connections SC. When the cartridge has reached the relay
point, the availability of a drive in a library string that is
connected to the currently used shuttle connection is checked
again. If there is a tape library string with an available drive
closer than the library string set as the initial destination, the
cartridge is transported to the closer library string. A relay-
point library string is selected among a plurality of relay
points in order to improve transport efficiency.

Another aspect of the present invention is to move car-
tridges between library strings more efficiently and in less
time in a library shuttle complex by using two or more shuttle
connections.

Another aspect of the present invention is to provide a
shuttle complex system that has a plurality of library strings
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connected by (1) at least two shuttle connections (SC), (2) the
shuttle connections moving a cartridge including a storage
medium between library strings via at least two relay-point
library strings (relay-point library string) among the library
strings by using a movable car, (3) a method for determining
a relay-point library string when a library manager moves a
particular cartridge (specific cartridge) to an empty drive
(target drive) for mounting. This method for determining a
relay-point library string includes the steps for: (a) receiving
a command from an application to mount a specific cartridge
in a library string located on one side of the relay-point library
string; (b) searching the target drive for mounting the specific
cartridge among the plurality of library strings, and finding
the target drive in a library string on the other side of an
interposed relay-point library string relative to the library
string in which the specific cartridge is located; (c) selecting
one of a plurality of relay-point library strings on the basis of
predetermined conditions to move the specific cartridge using
at least two shuttle connections SC to the found target drive;
and (d) searching to determine whether or not there is a newly
available drive in a relay-point library string other than the
selected relay-point library string before the selected car-
tridge reaches the selected relay-point library string (selected
relay-point library string).

In this method for determining a relay-point library string,
the step for searching a newly available drive (d) further
includes the step for moving the specific cartridge to the
library string with a newly available drive instead of to the
target drive when a drive becomes newly available.

In this method for determining a relay-point library string,
the step for searching a newly available drive (d) further
includes the step for moving the specific cartridge to the
library string with the initial target drive when a drive does not
become newly available.

In this method for determining a relay-point library string,
the step for selecting a relay-point library string (c) selects
one of a plurality of relay-point library strings on the basis of
predetermined conditions taking into account the possibility
that a drive may become newly available from the selected
relay-point library string in a library string other than the
library string of the target drive when the library strings have
the same number of tape drives.

In this method for determining a relay-point library string,
the step for selecting a relay-point library string (c) selects
one of a plurality of relay-point library strings on the basis of
the average transport times from the selected relay-point
library string to library strings other than the library string
with the target drive.

In this method for determining a relay-point library string,
the step for selecting a relay-point library string (c) selects
one of a plurality of relay-point library strings on the basis of
the anticipated required time that is defined as the product of
the average transport time from the selected relay-point
library string to library strings other than the library string
with the target drive, and the probability of a drive becoming
available in a plurality of library strings other than the library
string with the target drive before the specific cartridge arrives
at the relay point candidate.

In this method for determining a relay-point library string,
the step for selecting a relay-point library string (c) selects, as
a relay point, the library string having the shortest average
transport time or anticipated time required from the selected
relay-point library string and a library string other than the
library string of the target drive.

In this method for determining a relay-point library string,
the step for selecting a relay-point library string (c) selects
one library string with the largest number of drives among the
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relay-point library string candidates when each library string
has a different number of tape drives.

Another aspect of the present invention provides a shuttle
complex system that has a plurality of library strings con-
nected by (1) at least two shuttle connections, (2) the shuttle
connections moving a cartridge including a storage medium
between library strings via at least two relay-point library
strings among the library strings by using a movable car, and
(3) the shuttle complex system determining a relay-point
library string when a library manager moves a particular
cartridge (specific cartridge) to an empty drive (target drive)
for mounting. This shuttle complex system executes the fol-
lowing steps:

(a) Receive a command from an application to mount a
specific cartridge in a library string that is located on one side
of the relay-point library string

(b) Search for the target drive to mount the specific car-
tridge among the plurality of library strings, and find the
target drive in a library string on the other side of an inter-
posed relay-point library string relative to the library string in
which the specific cartridge is located

(c) Select one of a plurality of relay-point library strings on
the basis of predetermined conditions to move the specific
cartridge using at least two shuttle connections to the target
drive that is found

(d) Search to determine whether or not there is a newly
available drive in a relay-point library string other than the
selected relay-point library string before the selected car-
tridge reaches the selected relay-point library string.

Another aspect of the present invention provides for a
shuttle complex system that has a plurality of library strings
connected by:

(1) At least two shuttle connections

(2) The shuttle connections moving a cartridge including a
storage medium between library strings via at least two relay-
point library strings among the library strings that uses a
movable car

(3) a program for determining a relay-point library string
when a library manager moves a particular cartridge (specific
cartridge) to an empty drive (target drive) for mounting. This
program executes the following steps in a computer:

(a) Receive a command from an application to mount a
specific cartridge in a library string that is located on one side
of the relay-point library string

(b) Search for the target drive to mount the specific car-
tridge among the plurality of library strings, and find the
target drive in a library string on the other side of an inter-
posed relay-point library string relative to the library string in
which the specific cartridge is located

(c) Select one of a plurality of relay-point library strings on
the basis of predetermined conditions to move the specific
cartridge by using at least two shuttle connections to the target
drive found

(d) Search to determine whether or not there is a newly
available drive in a relay-point library string other than the
selected relay-point library string before the selected car-
tridge reaches the selected relay-point library string.

By applying the methods described above allows a specific
cartridge to be mounted in an empty drive in less time when
the shuttle complex uses two or more shuttle connections.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as the invention is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The foregoing and other
objects, features, and advantages of the invention are apparent
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from the following detailed description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows the external appearance of the shuttle com-
plex of the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows an example of a library frame 20 constituting
a library string 10 of the present invention.

FIG. 3 shows a configuration example of a system includ-
ing a shuttle complex 100 of the present invention.

FIG. 4 shows a typical library system composed of a plu-
rality of library strings and a plurality of shuttle connections
to which the relay point determining the method of the present
invention has been applied.

FIG. 5 shows a flowchart for selecting a relay-point library
string when a specific cartridge is moved to an empty drive
that is available for mounting.

FIG. 6 shows example 1-1 of determining a relay-point
library string in the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a table of evaluation values in example 1-2 of
determining a relay-point library string in the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 8 shows examples 2-1 and 2-2 of determining a relay-
point library string in the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following is an explanation of embodiments (ex-
amples) of the present invention for selecting (determining) a
relay-point library string. FIG. 1 is a diagram that shows the
external appearance of the shuttle complex of the present
invention. In FIG. 1, the shuttle complex 100 includes three
library string 10s, and three shuttle connection 30s arranged
on top of the three library string 10s. Each of the library string
10 includes a plurality of library frames 20 connected in rows
in the X direction.

The number of library string 10 is not limited to three. Any
number of library strings can be chosen. The number of
shuttle connection 30 is also not limited to three. Any number
can be chosen on the basis of the length of library string 10s
in the X direction. The length of shuttle connection 30s in the
Z direction can be extended as the number of library string 10
is increased. Cars which move along rails are arranged inside
shuttle connection 30s, and cartridges are moved inside and
outside of library string 10s as the car stops at each position in
library string 10.

As shown in FIG. 1, in the shuttle technology that has
recently emerged, scalability in the Z direction has been
added to existing scalability in the X direction. A single car is
installed in each shuttle connection to transport cartridges.
Cartridges can be moved directly between library strings. For
example, when all of the drives in a library string are being
used, a shuttle connection can be used to transport a cartridge
from one library string to another with an available drive and
mount the cartridge in that drive.

FIG. 2 shows an example of library frame 20s constituting
a library string 10 of the present invention. FIG. 2(a) is an
example of a library string 10. The library string 10 includes
six connected library frames 20. FIG. 2(5) is an enlarged view
of'a single library frame 20. The library frame 20 includes, in
ahousing 205, a robotic arm 220 able to move over a rail 210
in the X direction and over a rail in the Y direction (not
shown), a plurality of drives 230 for mounting cartridges
include storage media and retrieving data, and a plurality of
slots 240 able to accommodate cartridges.

Rail 210 in the X direction is connected to therail inside the
adjacent library frames 20, and the robotic arm 220 is able to
move through six connected library frames 20. The robotic
arm 220 can hold a cartridge, move at high speed along the
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rail, and mount the cartridge in the specified drive 230 or slot
240. Any number of drive 230 can be chosen and arranged
according to the type of storage medium (magnetic tape,
magneto-optical medium, etc.) and the type of cartridge
(magnetic tape 3592, LTO, etc.).

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a configuration example of a
system including a shuttle complex 100 of the present inven-
tion. The shuttle complex 100 includes four library strings 10
(LS1-LS4). A shuttle connection 30 (SC1) is connected to
each library string. There can be more than one shuttle con-
nection 30, for example, two or more. A car 310 is provided
which moves inside the shuttle connection 30. The library
strings 10 and the shuttle connection 30 are controlled by a
library manager 50 via a storage area network (SAN) 530.
The library strings 10 exchange (read/write) data with an
application 60 via the SAN 530. The application 60 is dedi-
cated software used to mount library cartridges into drives
and exchange data in libraries. An example is IBM Tivoli
Storage Manager.

The library manager 50 is a single software package per-
forming virtual central control of the drives 230 and car-
tridges between the application 60 and each library string. An
example of a library manager 50 is IBM Tape System Library
Manager (TSLM). The library manager 50 temporarily stores
commands from the application 60 in a command queue 510,
while controlling device drivers, and outputting, for example,
a SCSI command for each command to the library strings.

The application 60 may issue a request to a library manager
50 when a library including a cartridge is to be used. Alter-
natively, the library manager 50 may manage and allocate the
actual cartridges. In this way, it is easier to share cartridges in
a library. Because the library manager 50 manages all opera-
tions, each application does not have to be aware of the
changes each and every time the configuration is changed to
add or remove libraries.

FIG. 4 shows a library system with a plurality of library
strings LS and a plurality of shuttle connections SC which is
the type of library system that typically uses the relay point
determining method of the present invention. In this library
system, at least two library strings LS (relay-point library
strings LS) are connected using at least two shuttle connec-
tions (SC). This system is a shuttle complex system in which
a cartridge including a storage medium is moved using a
movable car over a storage connection SC via one of two or
more relay-point library strings LS. In this system, a method
is provided which allows a library manager (LM) to deter-
mine the relay-point library string when a specific cartridge is
moved to be mounted in an empty drive (the target drive).

Any method may be used to connect the shuttle connec-
tions (SC) to the library strings. For example, when there are
four library strings [L.S1, 1.S2, LS3, [.S4, the two shuttle
connections SC1, SC2 do not have to be connected to all of
the library strings [.S1-1.S4. When an existing library system
is expanded or enlarged, it does not have to be configured so
that a single shuttle connection SC enables movement of a
cartridge to all of the library strings LS. Two shuttle connec-
tions SC can be installed so that shuttle connection SC1
connects library strings [L.S1-[.S3, and shuttle connection
SC2 connects library strings [.S2-1.84. In order to move a
cartridge from library stringl to library string4 in this con-
figuration, shuttle connection SC1 is used to move a cartridge
in LS1 to relay-point library string2 or LS3. Then, shuttle
connection SC2 is used to transport the cartridge from library
string2 or library string3 used as a relay-point library string.

In FIG. 4, the library manager (LM) 50 receives remote
mounting command 1 (LS1—1.84) 512 as a command from
an application 60, and this command is placed in the com-
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mand queue 510. Commands in the command queue 510 are
executed in the order received. Usually, when remote mount-
ing command 1 (LS1—[S4) 512 is executed, the library
manager .M searches all library strings LS for an empty drive
(available drive). The cartridge in the mounting request (the
specific cartridge) is then moved to the library string with the
drive available for mounting (target drive).

Car1(310) and car 2 (312) in the shuttle connections 30 are
positioned, respectively, in [.S1 and [.S3 among the library
strings 10. The drives 230 are one or more drives in each
library string 10 and, more specifically, in each library frame
20. Here, reference sign 250 refers to the cartridges accom-
modated in slots 240 inside library strings 10 and, more
specifically, inside library frames 20. There is a plurality of
cartridges.

The application 60 requests the mounting of a specific
cartridge CA in an available drive. Because other applications
have also requested the use of these drives, there are no drives
available in the library string] itself. The library manager LM
50 searches all library strings LS for an available drive, that is,
library strings L.S1, .S2, .S3 and 1.S4. Here, LM 50 finds an
available drive in library string4, which is on the opposite side
of library stringl including the specific cartridge CA with
respect to relay-point library strings 1.S2 and LLS3.

In this embodiment of the present invention, the library
string including the cartridge is a library string on one side of
the relay-point library strings LS (LS2, [.S3), and the library
string including the target drive is on the other side. When the
specific cartridge in library stringl is moved to the available
drive in library stringd, there is no significant difference in
terms of distance via relay-point library string2 and relay-
point library string3. However, a drive may become available
in another library string by the time the selected relay-point
library string is reached. Sometimes, moving the cartridge
from the relay-point library string to the empty drive that has
become newly available (newly available drive) would take
less time than moving the cartridge to the library string with
the original target drive. Therefore, the present invention
selects a relay-point library string while taking into account
the possibility that a drive may become available in another
library string during transit.

In a configuration with a plurality of tape library strings,
when a cartridge is moved, it is moved directly via a single
shuttle connection. However, when an existing storage sys-
tem is to be maintained while increasing the number of library
strings in stages, the shuttle connection configuration shown
in FIG. 4 is not uncommon. The present invention considers
the possibility of moving a specific cartridge to the library
string with the target drive via any relay-point library string.

FIG. 5 shows a flowchart for selecting a relay point LS
when a specific cartridge is moved to an empty drive available
for mounting. The following is an explanation of a method for
selecting one of a plurality of relay-point library string can-
didates when the library manager (LM) 50 in a typical shuttle
complex configuration moves a specific cartridge to a drive
available for mounting (target drive).

(510) A command is received from an application to mount
a specific cartridge in a library string located on one side of
the relay-point library string.

(520) The library manager LM 50 verifies the library string
in which the specific cartridge is located. It also verifies the
presence of a plurality of relay-point library strings LS. For
example, in the shuttle complex configuration shown in FIG.
4, the specific cartridge can be verified as being located in
library stringl on one side of a relay-point library string.

(530) The library manager LM 50 searches a plurality of
library strings LS for the target drive for mounting the specific
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cartridge. The library string in which the target drive is
located is on the other side of an interposing relay-point
library string with respect to the library string in which the
specific cartridge is located.

(540) The specific cartridge is moved to the target drive
using at least two shuttle connections SC. When moved, one
of a plurality of relay-point library string is selected on the
basis of the specific conditions explained in an example
below.

(550) The library manager searches for a newly available
drive in a library string other than the selected relay-point
library string (selected relay-point LLS) before the selected
cartridge reaches the selected relay-point library string.

(560) When searching for a newly available drive (550), the
specific cartridge is moved to a library string with a newly
available drive instead of to the target drive when a drive has
become newly available in a library string other than the
selected relay-point library string. The specific drive is then
mounted in the newly available drive.

(570) When searching for a newly available drive (550), the
specific cartridge is moved to the library string with the initial
target drive when a drive does not become newly available in
a library string other than the selected relay-point library
string. The specific drive is then mounted in the target drive.

FIG. 6(a) is a schematic diagram of a shuttle complex
configuration in which there are seven library strings LS, two
shuttle connections SC, and the possibility of moving
between library strings LS via at least one of five relay-point
library strings LS. The following is an explanation, with
reference to this drawing, of the relay-point library string
determining method in an example of the present invention.
The library manager LM 50 determines that the cartridge in a
mounting request from an application (the specific cartridge)
is located in library string 0. When the mounting request is
received, the library manager LM verifies that there is an
empty drive (target drive) located in library string 6. There is
no shuttle connection (SC) that connects library string 0
directly to library string 6. In this shuttle complex, two shuttle
connections SC 1, SC 2 have to be used to move the cartridge
between library strings LS via a relay-point. When the spe-
cific cartridge located in library string 0 is moved to the target
drive, one of relay-point library strings LS 1 through LS 5 is
selected to connect shuttle connection SC 1 to shuttle con-
nection SC 2. When moving the specific cartridge, it has to be
transferred from shuttle connection SC 1 to shuttle connec-
tion SC 2 via a relay-point library string. When transporting
cartridges using shuttle connections, the destination library
string is determined when the cartridge departs. The relay-
point library string cannot be changed while the specific
cartridge is being transported. However, when the specific
cartridge arrives at the relay-point library string to change
shuttle connections SC, there is an opportunity to choose
another destination. There may be a newly available drive in
a library string which has a shorter transport time than library
string 6 including the target drive. If a tape drive becomes
available in a library string that is closer to the relay-point
library string, that tape drive is secured. Moving the cartridge
to the library string with the newly available drive reduces the
tape mounting time. If a tape drive is available in the relay-
point library string, mounting the cartridge in this available
tape drive, extra transport time is eliminated, and the mount-
ing occurs in a shorter period of time.

Example 1-1 will now be explained with reference to FIG.
6(a) in which one of a plurality of relay-point library strings
LS is selected. In Example 1-1, each library string has the
same number of drives, and the availability of drives is equal.
It takes, for example, five seconds to transport a cartridge
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between any two library strings (for example, between library
string 0 and library string 1). When a specific cartridge in
library string 0 is transported to library string 6, the transport
time is 5x6=30 seconds regardless of which relay-point
library string (LS 1 through LS 5) is selected. The moving
time to each relay-point becomes successively greater from
library string 1 to library string 5, but so does the possibility
that a drive will become available in a relay point. The avail-
ability of drives in the relay points is continuously monitored.
When one becomes available, it is set aside. There is no
particular advantage to selecting any library string from
among library string 1 through library string 5. When there is
no drive available in a relay point, selection of a subsequent
relay-point library string reduces the moving distance.

When library string 1 is selected as the relay point, the
transport time is from 10 to 25 seconds if a drive is reserved in
any library string from library string 2 to library string5 when
the cartridge arrives at library string 1. The transport time
would then be shorter than transporting the cartridge to
library string 6 including the target drive. However, this
depends on a drive becoming available at this time. If a drive
has not become available, the cartridge is transported to
library string 6. The average transport time from relay-point
library string 1 to a library string other than the one including
the target drive (LS2, L.S3, LS4, LS5) is (5+10+15+20)/
4=12.5 seconds.

When library string 3 is selected as the relay point, the
average transport time from relay-point library string 3 to a
library string other than the one including the target drive
(LS1, L.S2, 1L.S4, LS5) is (5+10+5+10)/4=7.5 seconds.

When library string 4 is selected as the relay point, the
average transport time from relay-point library string 4 to a
library string other than the one including the target drive
(LS1,LS2, L83, LS5) is (5+5+10+15)/4=8.75 seconds.

FIG. 6(b) is a table including the calculations for relay-
point library strings LS 1 through LS 5 using this method. In
Example 1-1, the optimum relay point is determined on the
basis of the average transport times from the relay point to the
library strings LS other than the one including the target drive.
Here, relay-point library string 3 is selected from among relay
points LS 1 through LS 5.

FIG. 7 shows the table for Example 1-2 which includes
values evaluated using the present invention to determine a
relay point library string. In Example, 1-2, each library string
has the same number of drives, and the availability of drives
is equal. It takes, for example, five seconds to transport a
cartridge between any two library strings (for example,
between library string 0 and library string 1). When a specific
cartridge in library string 0 is transported to library string 6,
the transport time is Sx6=30 regardless of which relay-point
library string (LS 1 through LS 5) is selected.

The probability of not finding an available drive in any
relay pointis Q. The probability approaches 1 as the wait time
decreases, and approaches 0 as the wait time increases. This is
given as the function Q(t) of wait time t. For example, when
library string 1 is selected as the relay point, the library
manager may be able to secure a drive in any one of library
strings LS 2 through LS 5 when the cartridge arrives at library
string 1. The transport time is from 10 to 25 seconds, which is
shorter than the time required to reach library string 6. How-
ever, this depends on a drive becoming available at this time.
If a drive has not become available, the cartridge is trans-
ported to library string 6.

The average transport time from relay-point library string 1
to a library string other than the one including the target drive
(LS2,1.83,1.54, L.S5) is (5+10+15+20)/4=12.5 seconds. The
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anticipated time required before the cartridge can be mounted
is the sum of 1 through 3 below.

1. Required time to LS 1: 5 seconds

2. Avg. transport time to LS other than one with target drive
(LS2, LS3, LS4, LS5)x(1-Q (5 seconds))

3. Transport time to LS with target drivexQ (5)

When library string 3 is selected as the relay point, the
average transport time from relay-point library string 3 to a
library string other than the one including the target drive
(LS1, LS2, 1S4, 1S5) is (5+10+5+10)/4=7.5 seconds. The
anticipated time required before the cartridge can be mounted
is the sum of 1 through 3 below.

1. Required time to LS 3: 15 seconds

2. Avg. transport time to LS other than one with target drive
(LS1, LS2, LS4, LS5)x(1-Q (15 seconds))

3. Transport time to LS with target drivexQ (15)

When library string 4 is selected as the relay point, the
average transport time from relay-point library string 4 to a
library string other than the one including the target drive
(LS1, 1L.S2, L83, LS5) is (5+5+10+15)/4=8.75 seconds. The
anticipated time required before the cartridge can be mounted
is the sum of 1 through 3 below.

1. Required time to LS 4: 20 seconds.

2. Avg. transport time to LS other than one with target drive
(LS1, LS2, L.S3, LS5)x(1-Q (20 seconds))

3. Transport time to LS with target drivexQ (20)

The table in FIG. 7 is a table of all of the evaluation items
1-8 for calculating the anticipated time required for all five
relay-point library strings LS in this example.

The following is an explanation of the evaluation items in
the table of FIG. 7.

1 is the time required to a relay point.

2 is the average transport time from the relay point to an LS
other than the one with the target drive multiplied by the
probability of a drive becoming available at any relay point.

3 is the time required to the target drive multiplied by the
probability of a drive not becoming available at a relay point.

4 is the sum of 1, 2 and 3.

5 is Q(5), Q(10), Q(15), Q(20) and Q(25) which is the
probability of a drive not becoming available at a relay point.
When rewritten to be semi-proportional to the wait time t,
where Q(5) is q, the Q(t) values are as follows: Q(5)=q,
Q(10)=q/2, Q(15)=q/3, Q(20)=g/4, Q(25)=¢/5.

6 is the minimum anticipated time required to mount the
cartridge when q=0.1 and LS 1 is selected.

7 and 8 are minimum anticipated time required to mount
the cartridge when LS 2 is selected and q=0.5 and q=0.9,
respectively.

Because this exceeds 30 seconds in the case of library
string 5, there is no advantage to waiting for a drive in a library
string other than the one in which the target drive is located.
The value q indicating the probability of a drive becoming
available depends on the I/O access frequency of applications
via the library manager LM 50.

FIG. 8 shows Example 2-1 and Example 2-2 of the present
invention used to determine a relay-point library string. FIG.
8(a) is a schematic view of a shuttle complex configuration in
which there are seven library strings LS, two shuttle connec-
tions SC, and the possibility of moving between library
strings LS via at least one of five relay-point library strings
LS. In Examples 2-1 and 2-2, each library string has a difter-
ent number of drives. However, the availability of each drive
is the same. In these examples, the number of drives varies,
but there is no difference in the availability of each drive.
When the policy is to select the library string with the greatest
number of drives (LS 1 in this example) as the relay point, the
probability of a drive becoming available at the relay point by
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the time the cartridge reaches the library string 1, thereby
eliminating the need to move the cartridge to the library string
with the target drive, is high.

FIG. 8(b) is a table of the anticipated number of available
drives which takes into account the different number of drives
in each library string and the availability of each drive. While
the cartridge is being moved to the relay point, the availability
of'a drive at the relay point is continuously monitored. When
one becomes available, it is set aside. In such a system,
selecting a library string with a large number of drives as the
relay point is not necessarily optimal. In the table shown in
FIG. 8(b), drive availability is Vo (a drive is not in use only
one out of every ten minutes), and the anticipated number of
available drives (anticipated number of empty drives) is the
wait time for a drive multiplied by drive availability. When
relay point library string 4 is selected, which has the maxi-
mum anticipated number of empty drives, the possibility of
swift mounting in an empty drive increases, and data reading
and writing performance improves.

As explained above, a specific cartridge can be mounted in
an available drive in a shorter period of time in a shuttle
complex using two or more shuttle connections.

Embodiments of the present invention were explained with
reference to the drawings. However, the present invention is
not limited to these embodiments. The present invention can
be embodied in a manner that includes various improvements,
modifications and variations on the basis of the knowledge of
those skilled in the art without departing from the scope of the
invention.

REFERENCE SINGS LIST

10: Library String

20: Library Frame

30: Shuttle Connection

50: Library Manager

60: Application

220: Robotic Arm

230: Drive

240: Slot

310, 312: Car

100: Shuttle Complex

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to what are presently considered to be the preferred
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the disclosed embodiments. On the contrary, the
invention is intended to cover various modifications and
equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and scope
of'the appended claims. The scope of the following claims is
to be accorded the broadcast interpretation so as to encom-
pass all such modifications and equivalent structures and
functions.

What is claimed is:

1. In a shuttle complex system having a plurality of library
strings (LS) connected by at least two shuttle connections
(SC), the shuttle connections moving a cartridge including a
storage medium between library strings LS via at least two
relay-point library strings LS (relay-point LS) among the
library strings LS using a movable car,

a method for determining a relay-point library string when

a library manager moves a particular cartridge (specific
cartridge) to an empty drive (target drive) for mounting,
the method comprising:

(a) receiving a command from an application to mount a

specific cartridge in a library string located on one side
of the relay-point library string;
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(b) searching for the target drive for mounting the specific
cartridge among the plurality of library strings LS, and
finding the target drive in a library string on an other side
of'an interposed relay-point library string relative to the
library string in which the specific cartridge is located;

(c) selecting a relay-point library string of a plurality of
relay-point library strings LS on the basis of predeter-
mined conditions to move the specific cartridge using at
least two shuttle connections SC to the found target
drive; and

(d) searching to determine whether or not there is a newly
available drive in the relay-point library string other than
the selected relay-point library string before the selected
cartridge reaches the selected relay-point library string
(selected relay-point LS); and

wherein searching for the newly available drive (d) further
comprises moving the specific cartridge to the library
string with the newly available drive instead of to the
target drive when a drive becomes newly available.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein searching for the newly
available drive (d) further comprises moving the specific car-
tridge to the library string with the initial target drive when a
drive does not become newly available.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting the relay-point
library string (c) selects the one library string with the largest
number of drives among the relay-point library string candi-
dates when each library string has a different number of tape
drives.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein selecting the relay-point
library string (c) selects one of the plurality of relay-point
library strings LS on the basis of predetermined conditions
taking into account the possibility that a drive may become
newly available from the selected relay-point library string in
a library string other than the library string of the target drive
when the library strings have the same number of tape drives.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein selecting the relay-point
library string (c) selects one of the plurality of relay-point
library strings LS on the basis of average transport times from
the selected relay-point library string to library strings LS
other than the library string with the target drive.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein selecting the relay-point
library string (c) selects one of the plurality of relay-point
library strings LS on the basis of an anticipated time required
defined as the product of the average transport time from the
selected relay-point library string to library strings LS other
than the library string with the target drive, and the probability
of a drive becoming available in a plurality of library strings
LS other than the library string of the target drive before the
specific cartridge arrives at the relay point candidate.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein selecting the relay-point
library string (c) selects, as a relay point, the library string
having a shortest average transport time or anticipated time
required from the selected relay-point library string and a
library string other than the library string of the target drive.

8. A shuttle complex system having a plurality of library
strings (L.S) connected by at least two shuttle connections
(SC), the shuttle connections moving a cartridge including a
storage medium between library strings LS via at least two
relay-point library strings LS (relay-point LS) among the
library strings LS using a movable car,

the shuttle complex system determining a relay-point
library string when a library manager moves a particular
cartridge (specific cartridge) to an empty drive (target
drive) for mounting by executing the steps of:

(a) receiving a command from an application to mount a
specific cartridge in a library string located on one side
of the relay-point library string;
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(b) searching for the target drive for mounting the specific
cartridge among the plurality of library strings LS, and
finding the target drive in a library string on an other side
of an interposed relay-point library string relative to the
library string in which the specific cartridge is located;

(c) selecting a relay-point library string of a plurality of
relay-point library strings LS on the basis of predeter-
mined conditions to move the specific cartridge using at
least two shuttle connections SC to the found target
drive; and

(d) searching to determine whether or not there is a newly
available drive in the relay-point library string other than
the selected relay-point library string before the selected
cartridge reaches the selected relay-point library string
(selected relay-point LS); and

wherein searching for the newly available drive (d) further
comprises moving the specific cartridge to the library
string with the newly available drive instead of to the
target drive when a drive becomes newly available.

9. The shuttle complex system of claim 8, wherein search-
ing for the newly available drive (d) further comprises moving
the specific cartridge to the library string with the initial target
drive when a drive does not become newly available.

10. The shuttle complex system of claim 8, wherein select-
ing the relay-point library string (c) selects the one library
string with the largest number of drives among the relay-point
library string candidates when each library string has a dif-
ferent number of tape drives.

11. The shuttle complex system of claim 9, wherein select-
ing the relay-point library string (c) selects one of the plurality
ofrelay-point library strings LS on the basis of predetermined
conditions taking into account the possibility that a drive may
become newly available from the selected relay-point library
string in a library string other than the library string of the
target drive when the library strings have the same number of
tape drives.

12. The shuttle complex system of claim 11, wherein
selecting the relay-point library string (c) selects one of the
plurality of relay-point library strings LS on the basis of
average transport times from the selected relay-point library
string to library strings LS other than the library string with
the target drive.

13. The shuttle complex system of claim 12, wherein
selecting the relay-point library string (c) selects one of the
plurality of relay-point library strings LS on the basis of an
anticipated time required defined as the product of the aver-
age transport time from the selected relay-point library string
to library strings LS other than the library string with the
target drive, and the probability of a drive becoming available
in a plurality of library strings LS other than the library string
of the target drive before the specific cartridge arrives at the
relay point candidate.

14. The shuttle complex system of claim 12, wherein
selecting the relay-point library string (c) selects, as a relay
point, the library string having a shortest average transport
time or anticipated time required from the selected relay-
point library string and a library string other than the library
string of the target drive.

15. In a shuttle complex system having a plurality of library
strings (LS) connected by at least two shuttle connections
(SC), the shuttle connections moving a cartridge including a
storage medium between library strings LS via at least two
relay-point library strings LS (relay-point LS) among the
library strings LS using a movable car,

aprogram for determining a relay-point library string when
a library manager moves a particular cartridge (specific
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cartridge) to an empty drive (target drive) for mounting,
the program executing in a computer the steps of:

(a) receiving a command from an application to mount a
specific cartridge in a library string located on one side
of the relay-point library string;

(b) searching for the target drive for mounting the specific
cartridge among the plurality of library strings LS, and
finding the target drive in a library string on an other side
of'an interposed relay-point library string relative to the
library string in which the specific cartridge is located;

(c) selecting a relay-point library string of a plurality of
relay-point library strings LS on the basis of predeter-
mined conditions to move the specific cartridge using at
least two shuttle connections SC to the found target
drive; and

(d) searching to determine whether or not there is a newly
available drive in the relay-point library string other than
the selected relay-point library string before the selected
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cartridge reaches the selected relay-point library string
(selected relay-point LS); and

wherein searching for the newly available drive (d) further
comprises moving the specific cartridge to the library
string with the newly available drive instead of to the
target drive when a drive becomes newly available.

16. The shuttle complex system of claim 15, wherein
searching for the newly available drive (d) further comprises
moving the specific cartridge to the library string with the
initial target drive when a drive does not become newly avail-
able.

17. The shuttle complex system of claim 15, wherein
selecting the relay-point library string (c) selects the one
library string with the largest number of drives among the
relay-point library string candidates when each library string
has a different number of tape drives.
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